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Welcome! 
 

We welcomed a new member to our faculty. 

Prof. Nan Zhang joined us in September 2008 as 

Assistant Professor. (see New Faculty) 

 

We also welcomed three new members to our 

staff. Maria Washington joined us in August 

2008 as Executive Assistant in the CS Main 

Office. In September 2008, Yue Gu, a new CS 

student in the Masterôs program, joined our staff 

as Webmaster, and Ngoc Nguyen, a new CS 

doctoral student, became one of our Systems 

Administrators. Welcome all! We also want to 

acknowledge our continuing staff ï Executive 

Associate Elizabeth Bernard; Executive 

Assistant Chonti Valenzuela; Graduate Records 

Coordinator Luis Acevedo; and Systems 

Administrator Juan Falquez ï thank you all for 

your invaluable service to CS! 

As the new Chairman of the Department of Computer Science, it is my great pleasure to welcome 

you to a new academic year! It is an exciting time to be a computer scientist. The whole field 

continues to drive technological advancement and fuel economic 

growth in nearly every human enterprise, such as science, 

engineering, business, medicine, entertainment, security and national 

defense, and much more. We are very proud that many of our 

students and alumni are successful and have received awards and 

recognitions. You will find news about some of these recent 

achievements in this Newsletter. Congratulations to all our students 

and alumni on their accomplishments! You will be happy to know 

that our CS faculty is dedicated, energetic, and highly active in 

leading-edge research. Just in the last four months, several of our 

faculty members received over 10 new or renewed research grants 

from the very competitive and prestigious National Science 

Foundation and National Institute of Health. Also, the US government designated our Department 

as Center of Academic Excellence in Research (CAE-R). These are but a few testimonies of the 

quality of education and research in our Department. The Department is always abuzz with 

activities. CS Department seminars, ACM Chapter presentations and panels, research group 

seminars, Senior Design Projects Day, and Festival of Animation, are just a few examples. We also 

have fun and festive events throughout the year. I invite you to attend as many of these as you can. 

This is only a small sampling of the many new developments we have had in the past year. This 

Newsletter is our way of sharing them all with you, our CS Family. Enjoy reading it and have a 

great year! 

 

Prof. Abdou Youssef 
Department Chair 
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Aleks Stefanovski, Chonti Valenzuela, Juan Falquez 

at Graduation Celebration 

 
Farewell! 

 
As the 2007-2008 academic year came to a 

close, the Department bid farewell to two of our 

faculty ï Prof. Jonathan Stanton and Prof. 

Liliana Florea. We thank them for their service 

to CS and the School of Engineering and 

Applied Science and we wish them the very 

best. 

 

We also sadly said good-bye to our Executive 

Aide of many years, Barbara 

Edwards. In January of this 

year, Barbara left CS to 

become the Executive 

Assistant in the Office of the 

Associate Dean for 

Academic Affairs, Mount 

Vernon Campus. Barbara 

had been with CS for more 

than 10 years and was an invaluable member of 

the Department. We thank her for her many 

years of service to CS and wish her much 

happiness and success in her new position. 

 

Our thanks also to Aleks Stefanovski, our 

former Systems Administrator who left our staff 

in May 2008 to concentrate on his doctoral 

studies, and to Timothy Kim, our former 

Webmaster who left our staff in August 2008.  

 

 

Department News 
 

In July 2008, I became Chair of the Department 

of Computer Science. I am very proud to be able 

to help represent CS. Weôre 

grateful to our departing 

Department Chair, Prof. 

James Hahn, for his tireless 

efforts in service to the 

Department in the past 

three years.  
    Prof. James Hahn 

        former chair 

 

Our facilities are an important and integral part 

of our Department. Last year we made many 

new equipment purchases and other upgrades 

for our CS labs. More lab upgrades are planned 

for this year as well in our continuing effort to 

make our labs of greater benefit to our students. 

Our lounge and computer laboratory on the 7
th
 

floor of the Academic Center are open to all in 

the CS Family. 

 

A third Cohort will be added this year to The 

George Washington University Masterôs Degree 

and Graduate Certificates in Computer Science 

Prof. Liliana Florea Prof. Jonathan Stanton 

Barbara Edwards 
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Program in partnership with Booz Allen 

Hamilton. This collaborative venture begun by 

CS in Spring 2007 with Booz Allen Hamilton 

has been a great success.  

   

CS and SEAS have been recognized by the US 

government for their role in securing our 

nationôs information systems by being named a 

Center of Academic Excellence-Research. This 

is in addition to the long held designation of our 

Department as a Center of Academic Excellence 

in Information Assurance Education by the US 

government. In addition to this formal 

recognition, CS students are now eligible for 

scholarships and grants through the US 

Department of Defense Information Assurance 

Scholarship Program and the Federal Cyber 

Service Scholarship for Service Program. 

 

 

Department News ï Students 
 

This has been a banner year for our students! 

Mark Aoyama and Martin Smith took First 

Place at the Microsoft US Imagine Cup Finals. 

Their winning entry was a game called Ecocism. 

To learn more click here. The entry from the 

GWU Game Development Club run by CS 

doctoral student Juman Byun also was a finalist 

in the Microsoft competition.  

 

CS doctoral students Michael Wakid and Can 

Kirmizibayrak were awarded First Place and CS 

masterôs student Darren Broemmer Third Place 

at the 2008 Annual SEAS Graduate Student 

Research and Development Showcase. Best 

Paper Awards were given to CS doctoral 

students Amin Teymorian and Liran Ma (PhD 

2008) for their paper at the 50
th
 IEEE Global 

Telecommunications Conference 

(GLOVECOM), and to Mira Yun and Joseph 

Gomes (PhD 2007) for their paper at the Proc. 

OPNETWORK 2007.  

             
 

                    Mira Yun                          Liran Ma 

 
Our GW Team took Third Place in the 2007 

ACM Mid-Atlantic USA Programming Contest. 

Congratulations to Alex Florescu, Ryan 

Coyner, Sina Chenari, and Coach Rhys Price 

Jones! Our other two teams at the Contest 

received Honorable Mention Certificates of 

Achievement. All of the Certificates are now on 

display in the Department display cabinet. 

Come take a look! 

 

CS doctoral student Eugen Leontie received the 

Fall 2008 Norris and Betty Hekimian 

Endowment Fellowship in Computer Science. 

Two CS doctoral students received the ISSA-

NOVA Information Security Scholarship - 

Kerry McKay for 2007-2008 and Christopher 

Howard for 2008-2009. Sina Chenari and 

Natalie Rabinovich were recipients of the 2008 

Institute for Biomedical Engineering (IBE) 

Undergraduate Research Fellowship. Amin 

Teymorian again this year was awarded the 

Engineering Alumni Association Scholarship in 

Computer Science. 

http://www.microsoft.com/presspass/events/imaginecup/gallery.mspx
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             Natalie Rabinovich             Sina Chenari 

 
During the 2008 Summer break, several of our 

students enhanced their computer science 

experience through internships. Alex Florescu 

interned with AOL, working with the AIM team 

fixing ñbugsò, working on new features and 

enhancing the OpenAIM website. CS graduate 

student Timothy Kim was an intern at the White 

House (see Students, Alumni and Faculty 

News). CS doctoral student Amin Teymorian 

conducted research with a host lab at Tsinghua 

University in Beijing, 

China. Aminôs trip was 

sponsored by the East 

Asian and Pacific 

Summer Institutes 

Fellowship he received 

from the National 

Science Foundation.  

 
Congratulations to all our students! 

 

 

Department News ï Faculty 
 

Our faculty received honors as well! The local 

ACM Chapter awarded Prof. Rhys Price Jones 

their 2007 ACM Educator of the Year Award. 

And Dr. Price Jonesô new book, BioInformatics: 

A Computing Perspective, was published in 

August 2008. 

      

The undergraduate students nominated Prof. 

Rahul Simha for the 2007 Trachtenberg 

Teaching Award. Prof. Simha and Prof. 

Bhagirath Narahari were jointly awarded a four-

year National Science Foundation grant. 
 

         
 

      Prof. Bhagirath Narahari                Prof. Rahul Simha 

 
Prof. Hyeong-Ah Choi was awarded a two-year 

NSF grant. Prof. Choi and Prof. Xiuzhen Cheng 

jointly received a four-year NSF grant. 
 

           
 

         Prof. Xiuzhen Cheng             Prof. Hyeong-Ah Choi 

 
Prof. Poorvi Vora was awarded two two-year 

NSF grants. Prof. Vora was also recognized by 

Prof. Rhys Price Jones 

Amin Teymorian at 

Tsinghua University 
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the Chantilly Academy with 

their 2007-2008 Network 

Administrative Program 

Academy Award. This marks 

the second year the students 

and faculty of the Academy 

located in Fairfax, Virginia 

awarded Prof. Vora this honor 

in recognition of her 

instruction in the Academyôs Network 

Administration class on Cypher-Security and 

Information Assurance. 

 
The Defense Threat Reduction Agency of the 

US Department of Defense awarded Prof. Peter 

Bock a grant for his Project ALISA. With this 

grant Prof. Bock has supported three CS 

doctoral students in obtaining their degrees. 
 

 
Prof. Peter Bock 

 
Prof. Dianne Martin spoke on "Setting the 

Agenda to Secure Cyberspace by Establishing 

International Rules of 

Engagement" at a US-

Russia experts forum in 

Moscow on October 7th. 

In May and June, the GW 

Cyber Security Policy and 

Research Institute which 

Prof. Martin directs 

sponsored a young Russian 

scholar in international affairs who collaborated 

with Prof. Martin and CS doctoral student 

Christopher Howard in developing the policy 

brief presented to Russian officials at 

the Moscow forum.  

 

 

Department Events 

 
In October, the GW Chapter of the Association 

for Computing Machinery (ACM) sent three 

teams to compete in the 2007 ACM Mid-

Atlantic USA Programming Contest in 

Arlington, Virginia and our 

CS students did very well ï 

one team took Third Place 

and the other two teams 

each received Honorable 

Mention. Also in October, 

our ACM Student Chapter, 

together with the DC ACM 

Chapter, presented a guest 

lecture by noted Internet 

pioneer Dr. Stephen Crocker. This was followed 

in November by the ACM Chapters joint 

presentation of a technology policy panel of 

noted experts on the timely topic ñWho Should 

Control Internet Bandwith? Net Neutrality 

Revisitedò.  

 

 

In December, our Student and 

the DC ACM Chapters hosted 

the long-awaited lecture by 

world famous game developer 

Richard Garriott, aka Lord 

British. Our CS students had 

the opportunity to meet with 

Dr. Stephen Crocker 

Richard Garriott 

Prof. Poorvi Vora 

Prof. Dianne Martin 
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Mr. Garriott at a private reception arranged just 

for them in our Department prior to the talk.  
 

 

The day after Mr. 

Garriottôs talk, CS 

students displayed 

their own work in 

game design at the 

CS hosted Digital 

Media Expo, an 

annual event 

featuring project 

presentations by 

students in the 

computer animation 

and video games 

courses. 

 

 

 

In April, the 2
nd

 Annual SEAS Graduate Student 

Research and Development Showcase was held. 

Seven of our graduate students presented at the 

Showcase this year to great success, taking First 

and Third Place. Also in April, our Student 

ACM Chapter continued its guest lecture series 

with a talk on the history of cryptology and its 

key role in the future of e-commerce by British 

Computing Society fellow Donald Costello. 

 

 

On May 2
nd

 , CS recognized our graduating 

seniors with our Annual CS Senior Barbeque on 

the Marvin Center Terrace. As always, there 

was lots of good food, fun, and laughs. 

 
CS Senior Barbeque 

 
 

The BBQ was followed by the Annual CS 

Senior Design Projects Presentations held in the 

Marvin Center Amphitheater. Our Senior 

Design Project winners were: The Arnold C. 

Meltzer Award for best over-all project - Stefan 

Georg for ñWDBMS: Web Based Database 

Management Systemò; and The Bard Award for 

Entrepreneurial Excellence - Jay Kaplan for 

ñMobiTiq: Electronic Admission Ticketing 

Systemò. Congratulations! 

        
Award Winner Stefan Georg         Award Winner Jay Kaplan 

 
This yearôs Annual CS Senior Barbeque and 

Senior Design Projects Presentations will take 

place Friday, May 1, 2009. Be sure to circle the 

date on your calendar! We extend a special 

invitation to our CS Alumni to join us and 


